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“This program has really taught me many things, with Wilson's stories and Uncle Floyd and Keeping busy-

Sense of Bel.

<
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Family Relations and Unity

Love for Children

Village Cooperation and Responsibility to Village
Humor

Honesty and Fairness

Sharing and Caring

Respect for Elders and Others
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George Attla raced sled dogs as a career and was just an incomparable dogman. When he Symbolic Capital

retired from mushing and grew older, he started to feel his village hurting more and more.
Like in many other villages, George began noticing more suicide, substance use, and
violence. Wanting to do something, he created the FAYSDP in memory of his son, who died
of an asthma attack. The program began as a grassroots project in Huslia to provide young
people with hands-on experience working with sled dogs under the guidance and
mentorship of experienced mushers and Native Elders. This idea has now grown into Alaska
Care and Husbandry Instruction for Lifelong Living (ACHILL); A collaborative project across
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\the schools & communities of Alaska Gateway and Yukon Koyukuk School Districts. / %  Res pect for Knowledge & Wisdom from Life Experiences 7 ‘ Prgportion of youth participan.ts having at least one quotatiQn fora particylar code. Only codes
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Q2: How do the youth perceptions Of the FAYSDP Sources: Alaska Native Knowledge Network N\ grandpa is. ) —> Discipline, hard work, resilience

align with Athabascan cultural values? http://ankn.uaf.edu/ANCR/Values/athabascan.html , \ / > Positive future, academic and life skills
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“I love running dogs and racing in competitions. During competitions there is often a
ton on your mind and it is easy to feel anxious. Even with all these feelings, | love how
dogs have almost a magical power to give you a calming peace. While running dogs |
find clarity, it’s a period of time without noise and voices.”

“Overall it’s a great thing having a dog yard. It will help my future in many
different ways, it teaches me what determination is, it will helo me have a
- better attitude towards work, and have a good work ethic.”

Honoring ancestors
Self-sufficiency and hard work

Embodied cultural capital
Positive future Digital Story Quote from a Middle School Boy

* Respect for Land and Nature

* Spirituality Digital Story Quote from a High School Girl
« Connections to animals

Pride and recognition

“Dogs have educated me with obedience, love, loyalty, they gave me company, taught

M et h O d S \ Participants - ? me how to get back up, they made me tougher and smarter. Dogs are in our culture,
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Define students were asked to organize their photographs into themes.

Community Human and animal health and the environment were all intricately interconnected in the youth’s

stories.
— Consistent with Koyukon Athabascan cultural values

The research helps show how the FAYSDP positively affected the

Digital Stories community:
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Partnership Community Digital stories use photos, videos, music and narration to illustrate their message. Facilitators — The program connects the youth to their culture NS \ . .
Partners : . ; S . _ _ N , — Well-being is tied with connections to other people, to the land, to animals, and cultural
worked with the youth in workshops to create their story boards, scripts and record stories. —> The integration of culture helps foster resilience in youth N
raditions.
— Dogs help create bridges and bonds across generations Humans
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Analyze
Data

Adult focus groups were coded using grounded theory.
Scripts were coded individually by all team members.
Collect Data Any code discrepancies were discussed to consensus by the team. Trustworthiness of data was
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established using multiple perspectives in analysis and multiple coders. o Attachment to their home ww,,,,;},@:b_i B 77— garhacshes
The team was comprised of three faculty members who had experience in: dog mushing, social T N A scfretichool_community_selations
Community adults confirmed and expanded on youth e m% e UGB mushing community
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perspectives, supporting the value of the program.

Network of overlapping codes in quotes, showing that codes are highly
interconnected across human, animal and environmental domains

capital, qualitative analysis, digital stories, and photovoice; and two undergraduate student
\\ Community Based Participatory Research (CBPR) Process J researchers who had experience in Athabascan culture and values.
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